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$1,000 which failed when $160 was subscribed. Mr. Benton, in his "Thirty Years in the Senate/' gives all the facts. The ladies of New Orleans promptly raised the $r,ooo, but Jackson declined to receive it and sent his own check.
Parton must have been eager to retail gossip of gossipers to publish this petty libel from Nolte, when there is nothing in American history hardly so well established as the facts, even down to the minutia of this whole affair. The Congress of the United States always stood ready, and it was often suggested to General Jackson that the Government would pay back this money, which he always as promptly refused, unless it was under a resolution completely justifying him in declaring martial law and deciding for himself when he could safely raise it. In fact, Jackson while in office forbade his friends bringing it up, but twenty-seven years after he had paid the fine, and after Jackson had retired from office, Senator Linn, of Missouri, offered a resolution to refund the money. Upon notice in the newspapers that Senator Linn had given notice of his purpose, the General, from his home, wrote Senator Linn the following letter:
"Having observed in the newspapers that you had given notice of your intention to introduce a bill to refund to me the fine (principal and interest) imposed by Judge Hall, for the declaration of martial law at New Orleans, it was my determination to address you on the subject, but the feeble state of my health has heretofore prevented it. I felt that it was my duty to thank you for this disinterested and voluntary act of justice to my character, and to assure you that it places me under obligations which I shall always acknowledge with gratitude.
"It is not the amount of the fine that is important to me, but it is the fact that it was imposed for reasons which were not well founded, and for the exercise of an authority which was necessary to the successftil defense of New Orleans, andto raise the country ancl our safety may have rendered necessary arc, since the evacuation of it by the enemy, no longer compatible with our dignity and our oath of making the Constitution respected."
